Developmental therapeutics in childhood cancer. A perspective from the Children's Oncology Group and the US Food and Drug Administration.
Drug development in pediatric oncology has been reviewed, concentrating on overall development issues and COG studies of cytotoxic compounds. A variety of interesting molecules with more specific targeting are becoming available. The challenges that remain include the availability of such compounds for pediatric trial and their study in a timely fashion, and the subsequent incorporation of the new agents into more up-front regimens, with the ultimate shared goal of curing more children with less toxicity.